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DATE:  October 8, 2015 
 
TO: All WWCC Nursing Students  
 
FROM:  Kathy Adamski, Dean of Health Science Education 
 
RE: Status of Marijuana as an illegal drug for nursing students 
 
Dear Nursing Students, 
 
I have recently had questions from nursing students about the status of Marijuana as an 
illegal drug for healthcare providers.  Although the State of Washington passed a law (I-
502) that legalized personal use of marijuana, it is essential that all nursing students 
understand that Washington’s system of legalized marijuana does not preempt 
federal law.  Federally, Marijuana is illegal.  It is listed as a Schedule I drug which is 
defined as drugs, substances, or chemicals with no currently accepted medical use and a 
high potential for abuse. (source: http://www.dea.gov/druginfo/ds.shtml)   
  
The Substance Abuse policy presented in the WWCC Nursing Student Handbook 2015-
16 states that, “If the results for alcohol and/or drugs are positive the student will be 
immediately dismissed from the program” (p. 33).  I have confirmed with our clinical 
agencies that they are bound by Federal Law with regards to Marijuana use and if a 
potential employee tests positive for Marijuana metabolites (THC), the employee will 
not be hired.  As guests at our clinical agencies, we are bound by this same policy.  If a 
nursing student tests positive for Marijuana metabolites, the student will be 
immediately dismissed from the WWCC Nursing Program.  Depending on the clinical 
affiliation agreement, a clinical agency may have the right to test a WWCC nursing 
student for drug use as a condition of being allowed to do clinical at that agency. 
 
If you have questions, please talk to your lead faculty or feel free to call me at 
509.527.4240. 
 
Kathy Adamski (e-signature, kma) 
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